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He was, however, disappointed to find himself relegated to
a secondary part of the theatre of war. He remarked to
the Emperor, " Then, sire, it is a simple corps of observation
that I am to command, on the rear of the Grand Army ?" *
The complaint was scarcely fair, for it was by no means
impossible that the command might become of supreme
importance, should the Eussians once more attempt an
advance on Warsaw. Moreover, as Napoleon explained to
Mass&ia, he could hardly supersede men who had borne the
brunt of the campaign in favour of the last comer, even if he
were Marshal Mass^na. Massena's objects were (a) to cover
Warsaw; (Z>) to hold in check the enemy's left; (c) to
protect the country against incursions of cossacks, and to
maintain the communications of the army.f

On the opposite flank, the capture of Danzig was
urgently necessary, and orders were issued to Lefebvre, so
early as the 18th February,^ to proceed to its investment.
The siege would be carried on, even if a retreat to the left
bank of the Vistula were forced; in that case it could not be
so effectually covered. Lefebvre would have the Poles,
already assembled on the left bank, Menard's division of
French troops, which ought to have arrived, and the Saxons,
about to march from Posen.

* Magffna, v. 316.

t See full instructions to Masscna, dated Osteiode, 25th February; printed,
Dumas, xviii. 467, etc.

He was, if possible, to maintain the line of the Omulcw, with an advanced
guard in Ostrolenka, and the mam body in Pultusk, Makow, and Prasznitz, If
forced to do so, he could fall back successively on the lines of the Orezyc and
the Ukra. In the last resort, he would have to defend the great entrenched
camp at Praga and Warsaw. In the event of the Emperor's deciding to resume
the offensive, he would send Masscna special orders If the Eussian main body
acted offensively against the Emperor, Massena would take the offensive, with
a view to detaining Essen on the Narew, or to follow him if he slipped away.
Were Massena's corps attacked in great force, he would require to let go Pultusk,
but should hold the bridge at Sierock as long as possible. By so doing, he would
be in a position to follow the force which had driven him back, should it turn,
northwards against the Emperor.

J Carr. 11,826, dated Landsberg, 18th February, to Lofebvre.